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Abstract Wu J.', W. Shen® ('Arizoma State University West, Phoenix, AZ85069, USA: ‘South
China Institute of Botany, CAS, Guangzhou, 510650). The Sciences of Complexity and Ecological
Applications. This papers discusses the problem of complexity and reviews some of the major
developments in the sciences of complexity in recent years. It focuses on the main tenets
and characteristics of the theory of complex adaptive systems and the theory of self-
organized criticality. Based on these discussions, a self-organized criticality—hierarchy
continuum hypothesis is proposed in which most ecological systems occur towards the hierarchy
end. Furthermore, moving from the self-organized criticality end to the hierarchy end,
spatial heterogeneity, component diversity, system stability, and the relative significance
of external forces and constraints tend to increase. The application and development of the
theory of complexity in the context of ecological and environmental issues may well be one of
the most challenging and significant research foci for ecology in the new millennium.
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Wik AL, RS RS T IR A, JERIH IREEE N . BLE LA IR AR S RGN B AR
E ARGz — (0" Neill%%, 1986; WuFlLoucks, 1995; Wu, 1999). HESRAESRG LT IEAY, Bak
TTERS ) AR E A2 1R 50 X 7 AR AR Ze It 52 2% M IS e 2ot 4 STk e ? A S
FREE O IX LG ) 5, e 5T A MR I — Lk e S AR AR A v N A E — TR R e .

i BV R R MR

I =P 3

B RGUEE B Kmdlty, w4l A e e EAER, W13 KRG Re 8 R B R DURRE
(emergent properties) o FTiHRIUVEHIE SIS R A ARSI RAENREGRE, ©azdn
AL MAEH MR, WRERARG A" KTIAAmnz “RM” FRARE. At R kRS
FRIER B M . — AT 2 RSB T A5 R R B AT B Ak, 38 Y AL HE A 58 5 BUE 3 IR RRAIE
(1) o RPN B Gt 52 A% 1 1 2R A FLRRIEAS T 3k f0 b 57 B 7038 R BB ), DA AR B
FEAN I Em . AR FOE R EL B, Fb27 f 20040 2 5 0t SR — T A7 AR5 Ik 92 I FE R (19 AATTAR HAF
g R, Bk, INERHEFAE MBI R e S N, WS g 2uE 0 — .

Weaver (1948) K 45 5 4t ¥ 41 Ji 45
VR AEILAT A A =K, BT AL o
P (organized simplicity) . A4 HE iy EATTEE
Z+M: (organized complexity) FIIGZ4 { g y
St (disorganized complexity) o R REIRE

X 5 Weinberg (1975) &I/ R & .
( small-number systems) . HFH#H ARG ’\iir’iﬁﬂﬂ.fﬂ’iiu
(middle—number systems) Fl KE R4 MzEH { Pl
(large—number systems) FHXIN.. /N HE]

RGN AL G R, A 7 R RSO

R AT AL R R, T U AR

(2 AW T VS BFT. (L2 J22) K 1. RGEAMmdlsr: 4o H £ 55, HocE

KER G AL s B e e, Aggl  MHAEMSCR, BN WRIRA R SE RGN

AT A FRE A, FIMEELEE, Pe4p7 (1A Flood, 1987) o

W T ARG et . X285 2 ) 55 mT

G TR RAE B (gt B o R R 2 BUES S SR A T A B RGP RS, ©
MR A AL EZ I (AllenfiStarr, 1982; 0'Neill%%, 1986; Flood, 1987) . —J7ii, Hlfaj %
IATTTVEAGEN AT IR RGP R E s 7 — 7100, GG v 735 XA B R R0 v £ R G 4 4y 1) (1) I
SMEMBEAER . SEHBIRINN, EAMMRE M, EARETRARGE NN DNRS, BatRERY
fRT BB T NG o T VA T BRI 74 (Wu, 1999) o REERFFIE N T Mg ix Mofy 41 2353 24 ki
KIEEKY (Weinberg, 1975; FloodFlCarson, 1993). RGFEmildRE 5314, A TR, 4.
ZU SRR RGP R RS HE LR AR T AE I 0 AT 30, RAE 5 25 58 2 1) S5 0 1 1 4 O B SUAT SR B
o

HE 3R 40 &5 He A B 0 15 B B R) i AR R0 AR 4k 7 K = R, e LXK o RS R 4 (static
complexity) . shA&E LM (dynamic complexity) A BEHALNRE M (self-organizing complexity) -
S MR — N RA AR IL ) 20, A EZY LRGN . AR il 240
IhRE ST aA% S5y, (HRG ARG AR . AR P T2 RS L UAAAE M IAREE P Rk, 1 B
A3 E) AR L MEAR BAE ] S LR S BB IE (Nicolis M1 Prigogine, 1989; Levin, 1999) . IX#tZg
IUEFAE NPT LA | R Ge 0 S IhRE AR A, P B BT I AL Rt o X R A M ot 2R ) 2% K g B Y
1, 2 H AT E AR FE 2N SR FERRH S, REAMTEF TSR EIE LR IRRE N
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SR MERES N T R AT AN B MEAT R AIE (NicolisRIPrigogine, 1989)

2. RORMERbE

Wi WURG TR Y, SRR R #E 22—, Herbert A. Simon (1996) 2014047 5 5 24 (1)
W A=A B BB — B BOE S — IR ARG S, BL “BARR” (holism) . “58BR” (Mg aUE,
Gestalts) . “flt#kfk” (creative evolution) ZML &M ARIE AL, AFMIIKR “ERL”
(reductionism) WA . 2/ A BHIAR A K&k fF, UL “WE ALK L” (general
systems) .  “fFHi” (information). “¥=Hlit” (cybernetics) Ml “ 15" (feedback) ZEFig FIHE A
KRR, FE BRI S Amt AP I R AR E R R GRS e MR T T A o BRI S R S I D R ) SR AR T
PEI = A2y HEREHLEE LLF I 73R8 T T o 304K, S RiAT X R A ML W A A S ANWvm B, fn “ 55 2%
HIE” . “FEELSEH 7 (dissipative structures) . “HAZUGEAHIL”  (theory of self-organized
criticality) « “JB¥E” (chaos) . “KA” (catastrophe) . “/pH” (fractals) . “IHE
PL” (cellular automata) FI “ifE4VE” (genetic algorithms) 25§, XULIFIGEME S IRIE T 2 I MEWT
FURIASFIMTHT, B AE— R R b 79 A R 20 R i 4e 5 AR T T B o BIAE BT U (1) B2 2 bRt 2=
PLIA K &S imon T 5 (WS A4 HEWT U0 — B B SR A e

TR H B IR 22 A 6 52 M (R & RIS 52 1 520 2060 EAR I TOAEAUBAT I = KB (ARG
G B EHE) DLAARR M AR Pl S22 T2 T MR . B 22 P A AR I i R 4]
LRI B4 U4T 0, AT A B A ol e ok 4 R ILALZUR A, T FE 45 # (Nicolis Al
Prigogine, 1977, 1989; Prigogine, 1978) . #lty, HEXRFEAWH HAN AT e &S5 i, ffieix
B o A, RIS RE B . XS RS S RGP R I A SRR (BB
[, 1991; 0’ Neill%%, 1986) . HALME. WmFtrk. AR GE AR EAr h i EEM S, LFEXK, 7
BRI P T 2. Bak%s (1987) HEIA BAAUE A S AARA S IHING, &R I RFHAR
IRV HET, RAAMEWUIICAE ik LB sk T 0 2 e, g B 2Lk (RIFRCATE)  BHEHE L
(A RRGAYE) « AN LAy R4 (artificial life) . 128  (game theory) . B JLIT (fractal
geometry) . WFAERZEKUL, HETH— R IZAERNE SCRUTARFRAG X — IR A B RS B 5T #0m]
HIJTFUR (Hartvigsen %%, 1998; Levin, 1999) .

5 XHFFEMT ST T (Santa Fe Institute, fEj#RSFI) & HETE M RF2AI9E 1) “XH” o % WI5EAT
JEfEFEE Los Alamos [ XS0 5 (1) 047 SRR W R % 5K FHid DR 23843 #Murray Gell-Mann[J 03 ~ 11984
AL, SFI B7E BAAGRE T IES AT EAHE ARG Gk, T2 FRINERREM . SFIREEK
Wh, WBL2 R W), Hats . SO ARSI R 2L FAT ok BT A4128. SRIUFIE Vi i
P, Ml “B24EN R4 ” (complex adaptive systems, BYLCAS; WWaldrop, 1992; Cowan%,
1994) . Gell-Mann (1994) AR IGEN RGN HALLUNRE: (1) RGEIFNE, W5 6
YA,  (2) REREHAILHA SRR B —2e N, (3) RGO ICMA KIS BAE ARG B 2
(RZERMZW) , (4 REEF L. FARFEAKTEIEE S . Levin (1999) YN EFGE N RS2
—/N 2T S AR R A A, LSRRI D RER IR T AN IR AR X . — ik 2 M E A R G AW
R N Z RN, R RFAERTHOEH ES TN X — 2 TE. S2340EN RAE MW T ZRIE 2
HAGUSFE (AN RE LR RS EAER SECRRE LA FEREA),, miXkh 3 a8 faE b FARK
P A A= AE 2 BRI A 45 R (Kauffman, 1993; Levin, 1999).

Levin (1999) f&ih, HAENRGEHAVIRER: Foitk. JF&rE. SRGEWAR, e R%E™ 4
HALUT I ROMRA R o g2 Ud,  ARGEIE 2 3 o 5 582> AR e A HITiT B 2L A R 46540, X —
SR SR AL ORI M RER . MRS B, R e S . DR, 0@ W AR G dm A T e A2
AN, W AL, RGN AR Pk b = E p o3 1) (R AR e ME AR LA =28, i 3 48 X id S A4 ) e
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CINESE S

Brown (1994) WAERRGLERIMEN RS MMALEH], DOV AESRGERA W P ARE: (1D
BATREA, (2 RITHRS, WL AW SR RER . MBI B AS N OR FF B 34 ) 21l
&, ) BA@MNE, BIAEXS R I A AL RE 0 0 IR AR AR AT O B A BN, (4D T
EMRGBAAAILE TN, EERFERIER LA,  (5) A RKERRNIFLIERR . Browndi
, “RIMENARGMN - ANIERE, T BT AR AR, RO R AR A, AR
G MEB WAL o BEALHOF TR T BUCAFAE R SR A0, ATATHLR REE IRIUE 2 (Y g R, 4
RSP Pl AT, ZRMEME AR R o LR S0l 25 25 R G0k TE T U & J43E B R
Gi. Levin(1999) EMifa i, ARG EYREIA S L RIE N RGN AR, ERFER RS H, KRE
L ERRS SR R ER N RUBE Y JR A LA T AT PR RE P = AR o BRAR IR R ZC A A B ALK R AE 1 8 R R
FRAE A AR M+ B A, NREZERAESRSG (WARHAAI |, AL 541
SOREN ARG, PRI SR ANE AR A0, TR AN BTRL, XS R Gk Z 3& Nk, X
TR BB s (s U AR 5 X FE R GEI )« Levin (1999) I T REZ RGN
SORIE N R G /N A FEAR 7] 7 -

D BRIAFAEAT AR R ?

2) JKLCRK SR AT L R A I A DN B e, LR I Sl th e T A Y 2
3) ARG W HAL?

4 B RN A S R G H ARG R AT (T30 ?

5) LSRG EHIIRERATITRR?

6) BTN ESREMWE ) et ?

MMER ARG GRS RGN, B2 REVE 2 (8] 57 AR g S e R ST “ 28 ”  “ 37
DRl T2 1A N AR R M I PR B G AR (KM I R o B AN, TR N AR e B 18 WA o
P HEE S S P SOE NAEXT R G R AT A IR, AT AR S R AW G . IR B i T —

NHgE. 19984F, AARGIE (Ecosystems) HFR T K T-CAS M HAEZ#EN AR ET] (Hartvigsenss,
1998) , FRCASHELL e HAE AR BN FIAE T8 . #1401, Bonabeau (1998) i T M BBtk H 4
UG SR B Jl S SLAERERURE, DAk W IS ol AMATR] A i AN B AL = A AL BEAT A, ARI T CAS I — /N 5 B4
fE, HVERIUAFAE. Jansen (1998) g T wif] FICAS 2 & AN HAF AN Bh M BEAL 4 & 5 A4S RS, I
FEFERL T IR B 0 R R ENAT . B, ERRAHEIMEN ZREEMS LS. R, wt
HErk 3, X —HS7E S N 2 B0 J5 BRAEME & /K1 Lo 52 %00 N 3R 40 308 e 75 48 2 AT D0 AR 2
i 5 Ze I G R PR A AT 1 TR AR ST Levin (1999) A WHAES RGAE N H 2998 N R 40K PR FIBT A
SURBAIE T — /N &, e o AR50 K a i,

NS EEE A P R

HAZR G A PR (self-organized criticality, fAiFKSOC) &—/ N #R Higm B AWML, %M
NN, HREAMBAERRS AR RG2S BRI BALRIRAERE; YRGEH B ALUG AR, RIAE
N TR FEE R SR R R E — RIKAE . BakE A (1988, Bak, 1996) H 2% 4 (1 « vb e 7Y~
(sandpile model) KIEZ MUt W] A AL LUIG S MIE BOFRE L (E2) o WAYE—Her & Lot ny
B, —MNOHEBREIE . TFGER, BTV, IRy RiE T e A ERE . HiE, MEDHE S
FERIHE I, HHE R WA, Tvb A B Bt AT R B G, (H X ey B AR S RS R . B — e i, v
e B3 PE IR B — AR FHE CEP T — N BRI Gk U6, 8 Invb R R KBTS - & (R P R AR 5E) .
EEF, Fridin—riyb 7 Rk AU ATRES R AR RN, N Bl — ks ki1, K
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B AN HER TG R X HER G T “ AAGURRA” o AL, SRR
AN IR R R R BOCR, A

N(s)xs™"
PN RN Ky sHIPD B, o — N 5L

BT “ B41Z” SR PR iR I E B B o R 48 P S0 A 1) RO AR LA FH =2, AN A B AT ] 20 S A
FEHEE TR Pl “mAE” S REL T —MREREUBCIRE, BUNE R AR T LA SO
WEREANZRG . WS U, RAETKIMESE, HLIaammir A MmHEL e, ASMEs L~
(phase transition) #UJEEFR; AHAE SRR RA MR, MilkAS LSRG EDNZIMEE. Y
TENGIEASET, RENFHAER DSR2 R RECR, KN REAFAERIERE (characteristic
scales) ; Wi EU, FHHERKELEMARE L, 35
RELR (4E f(x)=x, flkx)/ f(x)=k"; Bl
£ (x) AR AL B x B 56) o Bak (1996, X W.Bak Al
Chen, 1991) L HALNIGAEE S RE MR —
A, AT HEE o T 40 8 A A6 A SAE T
B L) “Hgr” o B, MR#EBakfr L, 7 HOC R
43 T S5 R 43 5ol vl FH SR AE S U B AL UG A A B AR AE
78 B4 CamBAMNEITIRX ERZK) . Bak
(1996) WA, B ABER nT DU RS v Wikt 72
AIEPHZE . AR, AWMLY R 4 K RE . DA
MAEZRZHEZENS, A NS0CKE: H ik shas &R
GUASARPE AR ) “ME— R R BB R IR . SR
TAAR, ABAdR kNS E— A W5 Rk
(attractor) , RMFMUBYIGEEIE, RAEHAMESIE
FIX—ImAE. Bak R EFa, “HIRZBUIRIENA
M REERAGHERE, W52, 24 ima
PE7 s CEYIE S B AR T ) g R A ) B
171”7 (Bak, 1996)

MAERRGCRU, AR A 42006 S 1
T8 M= . Solé%s (1995) K ILHGHT B MK e 4% [a) &5
R ZESE (multifractal ) FRAE, MIHES K2 BARIGIIESHIv SR (R HiBak,
KIS RS A AL TR 2 8] ) k. 1996144)
KeittfiMarquet (1996) Z3#7 T H B IR & &5 N
e K P 2wk, RIS P KFAE R ANFU IR T A WO R (TS D o dilt, b
IR XS 05 SRy Ko iE e ARG B ARG A EME; B, EmnmE R CfhE 5
) gk, MmAE AT CinE A AR L) 8. JorgensenZs (1998) & I IE/: TELanaoi H 15 41 2 2E
P01 (NPP) AR AL 58 B 5 % i) 2 BB R, A M IXANIH RS ab T A 418006 S & . Nikora%s
(1999) FERFFTHT I 25— 28 50 W RS R REHE B R B, BB KN I3 o A IR T s B G &R, Tty HLAS[R] S50
FEAE CUTRE B FUK SCRAIE ) (e R I AR 20 TR R AE o DRI, AT DA DU FH T AN TR) ROBE L AN TR L
FEPEA T ORTA A SO0 R, (H A TR AEARALL, 17 2 U A PR AR AR X — SO SRR T () & FEFE S
2, FREE AR A, (H e X FERIAUEIR S RS, A A D HEN Y, AT M LA A IE B X 4
HERRGEM ST B LU A1 EAE .

Mo, BHLNFEHGPer Bak il (AKE, 62 RS, L8N 2, SRtz 5
R BUER R GG HEIRFEI AN IE Fe e 7 X8 ] i ) 56 88 AT A T3 — 2B 0o, BILFR A D
W R WIBak AR R IISOCHI LT A7 5 1 Hos 2 M. Jensen (1998) AN, FUsEft4/&SOCH Bk = — AN
Wb 122 52 R WA E S BARSOCEE IR B AL Il PR R R PEIX = MO AT BRI BE S R AR A, (Hd sk
Z ARG ) RO FE R B A . BakSR Nk, RIRBI ARG IAT N 5 I R G A A AR
R EARIR s ABRXLE R ML 250 ROE 2 K CRBITH, ANBPHES) 1RG0 , EAT#H 34128
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FX MG A& AR, WEHEG] PRl DUTE Y, & BERIE RGIERISOCIRAS, AR sh ik F 4 40 kb R 458 P 4
B3 1A A A R B RS2 1849 %2 (Jensen, 1998) o {HAE, HARFH WIS ) iEL REM, . &,
. AWA (WWerner, 1999) . [k, JFIEATA 2414 AELMHEFR B AL T B30E T B AL SR
. Jensen (1998) Ay, SOCH 7] fig i BLAE AL HATVF 2 A0 B3 UIE FH IO ALy . A7 A0SR B BRAFAE . IFA
AN R EZEEWSI ARG (— PN FH Pt 2HZE) , BIATIERSDIDT R4 (slowly driven,
interaction—dominated threshold systems) o JABIUTTERANDAEE 75 FRABATRF 5L bR E04E ) 0 #7275 S0C
W AFAE S L, AHIX SRR AR B A A . TR BUC R S0C B E5 0 BRI, bR B R B 45
K AL AE FE AN RE SE A RAE T L 1) R G & Ak T A A G SUIRE (Raup, 1997; Jensen, 1998) o RIffifE—
SR BT SOCC R (fBak, 1996; SoléZ%, 1997) , MAAETERFRRITI . J0 M F0ffERE J7 THI 1) 4 4
(PEJLRaup, 1997; KirchnerfiWeil, 1998) . ¥4SOCHEiE N FHRNERSEWIFEN, IR JUASJ7 TH ) a) &5 A 205
T A TR F

TWWAT, Vi SRR FILG A it B A S A B KRR . HELUR S T A BT B A 2Ukr
TEF ) PN A ) R G G HEVD HE— A 1) B L2 A0 L Bak A Hh S e AR s PR 1 W R R R 22—, At e Atk 5
G 2 T AR SR RN RE R 22 ROBERFAE S SR RN S 20w . SR ai il e e i FH, B4
ZUm F RN A Z AR ARG “ A LR WARMER N RGN ESRERIRAANTE, XEREHHZES
FIBEAMY G -

T e S 4R

SORIEN R G H AT R PE R AP B0 G . RIRIE N R Gl it — PioR A AR N I3 A — Bl o
WA FRPRAS, KT h ARSI R . T prid, AL A e th S AR S A, H
SOC ) . i A5 T A & A
PR 5 K/ 22 T F 5 o 4
HKF L. A IREA A ERROAOSIE
PRI AR, K e
Sk T AESFERANNTZ
R OCK B oE
2000) L AR AL S BEAE
—HE, BORIEN RGHE
SR “ATIFRA LT REHER RN,
X AR A IX B T WEN, #3018
R GLRENS AL AT G4 g ER)

R, R AR R } s

FHEL AT i 2 I o 5 R
%o X 5BEMIE A
A PR AE LS _E2 A ]

El )i \

OOW

PSRRI RGTARETER T

.l B o e
BONEE— I A, 5 HIFIR RIS FREH
WA o B AT L) 2 B -— BRI FRANTLE R »

TE 5t 25 AR S 3 T SR AR AR
W OREGETE, 20000 . P 3. EIALSUR T — S04 HIE SR (SOCHierarchy
Hypothesis) .

Har, B4a4im R
P, FRAR SFae R
PIRAZMAW. Levin (1999) A4, HAZUGFPEA VT HEE B AR TP ) — Pt Jg . Flan, smEL 4
H P AT R] 58 5 00 R R AL, AT A b 2 TR] AR SCIDEFE R B, T ARRA PR R0 8% b ] pl R 5 2 1 N 35 4R
MG, s Zir sa 4 o R MAE R [ A EARXTBE RS (Levin, 1999) o MFpaICHCE N5, T4t
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R SIS, ARG IO I 5l 5 58 AR i hT BE PR A DL/ BB . IRIE, Levinihh, AATHEH
RAFTMEB A RSP EHERN: - SEEa A8l AL, —SHEFEHY Ml
(modularized) &Ety C(WLWu, 1999) , MRER> ARG MANT P FIE B2 8] .

BAVEFR LevinfIM A, HINA KD EEF RGN RRE FEASEHER. XE, EA{ELevin
(1999) MEah Lt — DB A0 A E — 585 0% 8 i 3t (SOC-hierarchy continuum
hypothesis) (WIEISHIR) o X—BEIN A, SOCRL HEEH ARG NE RFELEWELAF DI, WHER
BRI ERAENMFEE IG5, RS A ALUG A BERS . KZEVER RGN TE A ESOCH!, A4 L5
G, M B SRR IR . AR, BRI SRR LR IE R AR S RGP O (K3 o X R
H, RO, SR AR LA TR R S ) e A 2 A, T HLoar AR e R g ARse bt (B
Jie W Iy, FrEE HAEE R (PELBREE, 1996; Wu, 1999) . X TSOCRLIM =, HIEKNENRLY)
BRI EmEHISH . B8R, EETH, HESRAGEPILEMTLUEZ K. EFEERY. BAR LAY
ARSI, (R IRATT A B IR A 2 W A f D B R AU R SR IRAT I TR R AR A ST e PR — e R,

22 SCHR
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