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W HAT ISM ETAPOPULATION, REALLY ?

WU Jian-Guo
(D eparment of L if e Sciences, A rizona StateU niversity W est, PO B ox 37100, Phoenix,A Z 85069,U SA )

Abstract M etgpopulation is an mportant concept in several ecological fields, including population ecology, landscape
eology, and conservation biology. Recently, the termm, metgpopulation, has increasingly appeared in Chinese journal
papers and book chapters in emlogy. How ever, the multiple and distinctive Chinese translations of the term have
inevitably caused confusion, and also seem to reflect differences in the understanding of the temm, metgpopulation, by
the authors Thus this paper examines the definition of metgpopulation and its evolution, and then discusses the
gopropriatenessof the different Chinese translations
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