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Abstract Wu J.}, W. Shen? (*Arizoma State University West, Phoenix, AZ85069,
USA; 2South China Institute of Botany, CAS, Guangzhou, 510650). The Sciences of
Complexity and Ecological Applications. This papers discusses the problem of
complexity and reviews some of the major developments in the sciences of complexity in
recent years. It focuses on the main tenets and characteristics of the theory of complex
adaptive systems and the theory of self-organized criticality. Based on these discussions,
a self-organized criticality-hierarchy continuum hypothesis is proposed in which most
ecological systems occur towards the hierarchy end. Furthermore, moving from the self-
organized criticality end to the hierarchy end, spatial heterogeneity, component diversity,
system stability, and the relative significance of external forces and constraints tend to

increase. The application and development of the theory of complexity in the context of
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ecological and environmental issues may well be one of the most challenging and

significant research foci for ecology in the new millennium.

5B ERAE, BEARIREEIFA T 412
IS, R SR, DRIt B e, e T IEH
G — MG A B A W, AR5 52T ISt S K S0 45
RIAT R IE IR AR 5 LI B AW 18, A AATTIE

Jol, T 5 U F T 5 5 P B

—— — 5| VLR FAW)2# 2K Francois Jacob,1998

B

NRMERE BOh. @5t A MR E AP Bk . HOE
Pire . BEAE. HUE. BpAE. AsE. DR RUFE. BUAY. B et
FRFA HENREE RN TR GEFML, RHAFATIEERRIXFER 8 &A1
AT 7 PR RE S 3 Bh B B MR 2 i OB Y B8RS (The sciences
of complexity, fAifRI A%, U. Cowan %, 1994; SKANMEE, 1998) & 1Hr¥%
HIRR FEAE R sr S PR, LR H B2 el b il B2RPER LTI

RGBSR ARG, LR PR, DA St 2224kt 0 0 L iy B B g
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AT RIS AN R, el I R IERE T 7, s . X%
SERNRG] TR E A R A k2 SO0 SEB RSN T iR IR R, JFIEAEIE
JIRA R R I RGBT RS AR B 18 o

ERRGNARCE T HZ, BARHMIE, SRR AR Z A ARt AR B
EH . ARG Bt S W7 A2 AR, REdlh SRR
RIS R R itE. — s, BEAEYE, BxEE T EmmnsE s
b, FHRIHO B R E N BB JUAMFIE T E S RGO B R A R BRI R 4t
2 —(O'Neill %, 1986; Wu il Loucks, 1995; Wu, 1999). HESRAESRY L H I
RE, WABMARSE N ZAMEFRI R TR 7 AR et 7ont
MR BRSO A DUk e 7 A SORFER X S8 ) J, 3 S s MR ) — Lol J

LA R BN AR TRl 2

T BORME RIS R

1. A= e

v

SORARGUA T AT KEA Gy, iy HAL - AR AR AR, IS R 4¢
RERS R SR IURFIE (emergent properties) o JTili SRIVRFAE & 45 AR 4 A
WRERMR RS REGRIE, e 2 AWM AL IMER, R Rg “#

W KTz “ 87 BRI E . 28t 2 R MR AEN & . —
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Mg A R RS B T USRI RGN RSN, e N AR BT
FAFIE (B 1) o SXZ AR 3 AR 48 R (R4 K FUARF AN mT 3 S b 52 25
BB BT, DLECSAARM RS A . R R ZIER W, Rl
LA B A SR — BEAT R R 2 S AR SR I AT AT ELAE TR 4R . A, A R

FNE NGB AERE AT R P AR 2 T R, tBARAEIE R RIS

Weaver(1948) 141 22 St I A S5 M R EAE S 2 V00 ol =28, R ZH U055 B
(organized simplicity) . H41ZE /4Pt (organized complexity) FITCA1ZR & A%k
(disorganized complexity) . iXj Weinberg (1975) $2H K/ RS (small-
number systems) . RS (middle-number systems) FIKE & S: (large-number
systems) XA, NECRGEHIA G B>, AR AR L, R R AT 4 4
fET Bk, DRI AT DAL SE IO o M TR ST (i %) o« KBRS 4l
BRI B e R, ABRA AT A B A, RILEBEHLE, P AEPTIERTCH 2 B Ak
Ve XREIRNERGE ] HIGETH IR BB (et s o AR K2 B4
PR P AL P R GOE PR S, EATRI A A IRYE (Allen A1
Starr, 1982; O'Neill %, 1986; Flood, 1987) . —Jjifii, Ff&jssi iR
REXAS R ARG KR 53— 5, ARG G ik XA R R 58
A AR A o SRRy, BAL BRI 0, A RIE T H RS
Pk NERGE, B RJE 5 1) PR o M AN GE v I iR A T AN R R 5 i
(Wu, 1999) . RGERFAIERN T IS ALV M A LR 1

(Weinberg, 1975; Flood Al Carson, 1993). Rl fE 5ah&, AEAFT
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Fiv thor. U HESARG D RN B AR A AR I U 2L, (B %

FE A3 [A) 7 R A DU AT JR B

WA 2R G 4 K AR B o 77 Bt P ] T AR A AR 5 AN 2 5, 3 W] A7) Y A S
PE Cstatic complexity) . sh&KEJ4PE (dynamic complexity) FlH 4143 & Iyt
(self-organizing complexity) . #F&R AR —A> R A RS LA I Z A,
ANEHE MRS RE A . BhA At R G D Re LN (a4 R, H RG4S
P ARG ANEINTIAZ . HAR AT I VEZ R G Hol LULAFAE RS U (R A, 1y HLZ8 6
() (R A2 VAR LA S BUR G R IURFAE (Nicolis F1 Prigogine, 1989;Levin,
1999) o IXUBERHURFIE X AT LAY S R G4 i M DI BEI A4, P/ E PRI A 29U %
Moo XL RN A FEIEOGRY, W B AT ARl 2 1 2N B .
TR, REMITEF LR B R E R RGN BN, R RS
FE R A AR BAL T Il A N R B SR B B A SV AE, AT A R TIEE A% . I,
SRR S NEE T 5 R 8 Z A RHHFIE (Nicolis F11 Prigogine,

1989) .

Wi WURG T3 82, SRS IR KA 2 —, Herbert A. Simon (1996)
8 20 2 KRB A PERIIE 0 = A B S — B BOE 58—k it AR e, A
“ERR” (holism). “SEIER” (FUEUIE, Gestalts) . “@tiifL”

(creative evolution) ZEMESFIARE ALK, BRI “dlRie”
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(reductionism) IR . 28 B ILAE S A RS, BL “E5l R4
w” (general systems). “fi ELig” (information). “#i#ili” (cybernetics)Fl “Jx
t” (feedback)SF BHiE MIMED ARFAE, T BEom i St BV i e 4 dr R g e vk
JITHAE o BIAE IR 52 ZPERIT T (0 DB N SR A T S 2R P 1) A2 o HERFILEE DL A BT
TP T . 3T 30 K, S AT R A MERDU SR B AN WL, G0 <SR
W7 . “FEHILER” (dissipative structures) . “ HAAZURAFEE”  (theory of
self-organized criticality) . “JE#li” (chaos) . ““Z48” (catastrophe) . “%
7 (fractals) « “#iu A3hHL”  C(cellular automata) 1 “igtfL53E”  (genetic
algorithms) %5, JXLEPHIQ ML S omifl T S22 R ST AN RN T, o AE—EREE I
R A4 S 2R R TR AR T B IR B S AR T LAk 2

Simon Jit &5 IR R 2R VERT TSR =B BUIR SR FE A

AR I VE 24 OGS 4% Pk R AN B E S 0| 55 20 4D 60 SRR 70 45
AT =K1 (RGeie. G BwMIEdie) LLRAREM RS T v T2 )7
ZEIBC R o W B P A AR M T IR Gen] IR B ZUT 2, el
AT NS TR e B R 4R LA ZURA, TR RGBS #) (Nicolis A1 Prigogine,
1977,1989; Prigogine, 1978) . i1, A RGAWIHL L SNAZ B RE = S Y,
e B oA, RIS AT R LI Pt XS RE S LN
PR E R SERE (SR, 1991; O'Neill %, 1986) . HALZME. Ikt
Peo AR RS E VERS R B AR I A, AR, ER R

Wiy, Bak 5% (1987) L&Y N HALIMAME HRAMEEIE, LRIARG A

»
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JRHIZRPE . HAT, S2RMENTSAE A BB & T Sk, g A shplik

(R CAVE) « BHESEE (RiFR GAVE) « NT A RS (artificial life) . féiz:
& (game theory) . Z23JE )L (fractal geometry) 25, X FAA2k3, HATH—
RYNVEAE AL SR X — IR E 2 PR B A S BRI ST G I T 4 (Hartvigsen

/;T—j‘éiy 1998; LEVIH, 1999) o

= HOREN RS

FEIE 2RFEREFUAT (Santa Fe Institute, f&jFK SFID J2& H iy & 24 RHEBFIT (1)
CEM . % WU REAESEE Los Alamos [E 5 S 5 I BUN IR B 24 K R DL
IRMARAS#E Murray Gell-Mann 815 F T 1984 SEEE ). SFI BER LS Fl22 )y
BHIATH B Gk, T2 HRHINE RGN SFIREZKAA, A
PIs e B s A dhat . ARUR ARSI SRR AT Aok H T A
RIANE VIR, Meefile “EAREN ZRSE”  (complex adaptive systems, BY
CAS; i Waldrop, 1992; CowanZ%%, 1994) . Gell-Mann (1994) A N5 A4
RENHALUTHRAE: (1D RGN, GRS RER Y mAgHk, (2
ARG LB LR P — 2 A, (3) REK MRS B A BEHLE B
MEER CRZA5 Bfscantt) , (4 RERFIL. FAR=AEXE MR ). Levin
(1999) AAEHGEN RGE 2 A 2P B oy s R G4k, kg FT g

WA SRR AR — 2 MR RGN A8 2 HEE,
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RGAE R EAEH 25 P IX— 2 R T e . B 2YEN RGN EEHME R B
AR (RN REE B R B S 8O R EA R 4E), XA 3 448
TEFRAEAE AR Dy s A = A 2 PP E] 1 25 R (Kauffman, 1993; Levin,

1999).

Levin (1999) f5i, HIMGEMNARGHATIIRE SR Furh. ARt F44;

e
p=n

PR, e ARG E HASUT A IRA RN . BaEil, R0 i 5

Jl o T ARZ AT Y i A A K, I 5 X OSCRC AL s 73 Tl I e i )
G R, RN . A, BoREN R mA R 2 B2 i
HEHHL, RGEREEREE bR B AR EAN AR 4, AR g gl
B A Y e 8 e (4 BR A 2 AF A i e T AR AR L SC R it — 2D R e Ak, B
AR “ AW IERA BBy B, fERREN R,  “B

7 gk “HE&” . AR ALF. ERAALEARRS “H BN 1 “HiE
Hs” i i Falsodr LA AR =26/ “ 8 i B (SRR 0N B A n] g

CIIES

Brown (1994) U NERRGUE RGN RGN HAEH], OGBS ARG HAT
W AR AE: (D BATRKERNAG, (2 ZITRS, W AW 535t
TR PN BACHm R R B A 2P ias, (30 RAT@mitk, BIZESAR
Gl i A AL RENE XA AR tH AT s Em R, (4) B EMRS
BARILE IR, AR RGR P LA, (5) BAT KRR IR ARLMEC

Ao Brown g, “EIMEN RGN MRS, FHT S EE A R
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2R, PPN RGN AL, RGN WIHAL . BB TR T I S Ar A
FIAFAR, EAPUAREERIPCE 2 YRR, ARG AR A
W, ZAEMERISIRERE S o RIRARERG SRS ARG e T AU R ORI Y AR
Sio Levin(1999)tMifith, AASRGMEYIE AL L RILEN R IR, 1
FERIARGE, RIUEZ LRHS Rk /N U R R AR BT P A F i R = 2
(K1 BEARIAEESAEAN B 2L EA A SR AR R 32 AR SRR AL P AR B B2 -y H 2
o Mk, ANREAERAESRG AR BMMKRHL , Bi AL 5E e R I%E N
A28, WA AR IFAE AL AR, o AN Bt ). PrEl, XLEER Gk
ZIENAE, TR IR PT T BB Sy (s dUE AR B AR R G

Levin (1999) iR TH KA RGN A E IRIE N R G /NASFEAS 0] 17

D ARFAAEAT AFERIA% R ?

2) IXLeRE R H R AR N s R F g, FUA R I S A e 2
3) ARG A AL ?

4) A REXT ARG A ARG A T 50 2

5) EBARGLHMIMIIHERATTRR?

6) BRI ESRAEMWE S et 2

MBS R G AR M RS RGNS, B2 AR 1) 3 B A AL a5 28 )
JRER PR ORI T v, DRI RN T AT A AR R I X AR A AR PR S

A, HUEAR, SOREN R HC YR Z AL S RE OE AR R G
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AT AR, AR Bl RIS . DhRERIBhAER AL T — M Frigde. 1998
, EERGE (Ecosystems) Hifi T ¢T CAS M HAZS 2= N H 1% T
(Hartvigsen 5%, 1998) , i CAS Hlig J HAR AL~ (1 N HAE T ihie . i,
Bonabeau (1998) i1t I #hox 1k B uledd B AU SR IO TE ) S S 4EFFHLER, A0y
WSCE I AR TR RIS AT QLG AT A, ARBL T CAS ) — DN EZHFIE, RIS
HURFIE. Jansen (1998) & T Wil I CAS 234 UM HAFE HI AW Rl AL AL 25 b5
BERRGE, JFHIGEEIER T AT BN 00N RERENAT . B, ESR
G OREN RGNS BV & AR, HEH AR, X B e AR RS P R
FEOE R RAEME S AT e FAGE N RGEE IR e BRI T AR 2 h 24 1)
BUPEAAF TIRAIRTT . Levin (1999) YNBSS RGN S 2%IE B AR SR BE A7

AFFA QG T —ASF 20, B g AR S AR K e

- AALIR

H 426G LS (self-organized criticality, fajfk SOC) J&— ANl H %0 i
KHIELG . ZHEA, KRB A F B 4% R Ge s A AR ) E A2 52
K MAGER BAL SN, BN TR g R GR A RIK
7. Bak % A\ (1988, Bak, 1996) =& 4l1) “yPHERISAL”  (sandpile model) >k JB
U B A LG TSR R (B 2) o WARYE eV & B inid

RL, —ANPHERHTE . TRy, PR, SHras iy kv e AT ERIR

10
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o AHJE, BEAEVDHE S RO, IR AW IN, v i R AT B K
(EX YD JFATIIRIE SR R o 31— I, Y HE A3 BRIk B — AN B RIS —
M RKHEG KU, IRIERAT R & BB RS o X, Brssin
—Riyb ¥ (AR BANERITUN T WTREG AR NIV, /NS — R e ok
W, RENS RV HER T B P v kL. XN VP HER AL T “ BN ST
&7 o HEBEE, ImISR RN S LR R RO R, B

N(s)oc s

A NJERAN s VP I R, ot — ML

JTE DY JEARIZARE BT R T 2 1 R G N A 2H 0 1) (R AR ELAE 74
IMTAE AR AP S R B S . il “IR RS I8 RGAE T FiRe kil
BORAS, BN AR AT IR . § i R RS, it iil, RALEIGA
A, HLPTE A AT N ERAR B G, IR SIS S “MH4AE”  (phase transition)
WUNCAR: AR AR B TR RE, T A 12 RS AR 2 IR . DY
FENR TSI, RGN RN TR Z R O R, KN RGEAAAERAER
J& (characteristic scales) ; W2, FAAEAARE £, S5 RETK
A F(X) = X2, F (o) F(x) =k B FQQRIFIRIASML S x ) o Bak (1996, X
J. Bak Al Chen, 1991) 48 AL A& 5 0 A ERRAE S, JF2 A S
frth 7 TS5kt B A DU FRASAES A L) “4840” o Bk, M4 Bak T L, TR

HER A I

AN

Ak 73 30T FSRAE D IR0 B A2 TS AR SR AT (R TR

TR IX R R ZH) - Bak (1996) AN, HAH LU S HIR ) DLUEREE tndh e

11
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ATIPHFE . ST AR R4 KR RS RESAEIS, A
41 SOC & H i iR 2 A RGNV MBI s 087 o HIRMAT
AR, BHRGREZE—ADWEE (attractor) , BB HIGH &M, RERA
MR BX IS Bak R BHaih,  “HRIRRGLRIEITATIN 2 U EHATE

B WEZ, M EIRTE” 5 TSI TV 1R FUH ) B K S 4 P 0K

5)7)” (Bak, 1996) .

FUERRGURU, BRSO B AR B IIE R M= . Solé 25 (1995) &
I T AR el 2 () G5 A R I 2 0 . (multifractal) HEAE, MIIHEIRIX 2 1% 5
ARG BB TR /) ER /s, Keitt f1 Marquet (1996) 2047 1 5 g R
Ry SR NN KA 7 SLBORE, AL T KA 1R RN HE I A 5 e b G
A (R TAEEA D o i, ANTACHIZLE B0 B SR K RS RS
HAZUR A SRR RAaspl, SRR Adnfiizs) 50, mARAE
T R AR L) Fral. Jorgensen 45:(1998) & B AE M 7€ Lanao 1 1§ 914k 4
7773 (NPP) AZAL 1 B A [A] S ek O 2, PIIE U XA R Geat T H 4l
Zlm 574 . Nikora %% (1999) FERFFUHTVE 22— LESOU AR JRRFER I, SR
IS A I N RO R, T HAN RSO AIE CAmAE NI K SCRAAE ) AR 3R
BUHATLL) 73 AR . DAL, AT IS DU AN RDROBE B AN TRILEE = A 1 AN TR
SO JR), ABICOPTERRAEARAL, T 22N A B R — SR P i 5 BT
HARRIA . RS AR AR, (0 T ok Z AL R, A A HEI A A

93 B IEXE AR D R K L8 35 R G 5 Ak T AL A F A ) B

12
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M, BHALINIEES Per Bak Frfik (K, s HRF, EERME 2

U, ZREEZ B BRI EES R EIE G HEAFE L e e ? 3 48 i) il

_H\

[ 5C IR B A 15 THE— 09T, (HIT SR IA/DIFST © 3R W] Bak it 1 SOC #
WLEA S Hse 2 . Jensen (1998) AN, FUafl 4 & SOC Mk = — ANk

W FESZ WG E s HUAR SOC BRR: FIZHZL Iim S AN S 28 P =AMk A7 R )
MESTERRAE i, HIGEZ —DRPESGH ) F AR BC /4 . Bak 551A
N, BIRENESRGAT N ST A RGN I EAT A ANIRIXE RS
gixpr ) REZ R CRBVF, DNRWPHER Y TR 50, BATH B 2 21X Rl
Fras. SR, MUPHEG ol LI, 2 EARIERGUIA S SOC IRZS, Al zhid fe
WAL RGN T3 W) A AR IS AR 221843 % (Jensen, 1998) . {HAE, HA
GRSyt 2 L), BR. B 22, 2B (UL Werner, 1999) . A,
AR 2 A0 ARLMEAEHCR ZARAL T 80E T B A0 FRZS . Jensen (1998)
W, SOC Kl et HLE R BAVF 2 AT IS UME T I 00« A7 Jm 3 180 By
fiEs JFMAMRIR R 2 2 BN R GE (DAL At &), BIPTE
SDIDT #4; Cslowly driven, interaction-dominated threshold systems) . U IT4F
KANDAEE FERRABATT X S Bt 1) 20 A sCfy SOC Wil A7 AE 18 1L, HIXSEHFFEI)
Hrbe Bl it : KR ReSOC LA . AR, T B HOR R B T Gk
TEAEFFARETE A TRUETIF R I RG24 T HA LU SRS (Raup, 1997; Jensen,
1998) . BAEAE—LL5LmiH) " f) SOC LRk (U Bak, 1996; Solé <%, 1997) ,

MATAERIFR RIS . B RERE 5 T P 8% (PE DL Raup, 1997; Kirchner Al

13



E_RBARAELSFHE TE - LR

MK The second International Symposium on Modern Ecology. Beijing, China

Weil, 1998) . ¥ SOC Hig W B4 A2AWETIE,  FaR JUAN 7 TH ) 0] R 0h 2 55 1))

G NZEE R

Tty V¥ RIS ARSI GOE AT RE th H A DU S BIR R R . 3L
M P BA AL LR B D) R SR HE VD HE—FF i) B A1 Dl S AT !
Bak 153 H i s AR (4 Ve T ) s DR 22—, At e 4 2 T SR AT R 1) 22 RORE R
FIHR RGNS E L . AR s AR IR AN ], B 20 A e
WHEZRRGH “B LR AR RSN ERIRA AR, XERE

ESMEZROE S W LV/Es i e

SORIEN R G H T RS MERFAR O I EEX R . RIRIEN AR GTA] H— Rk
A A PR O AR IR, XS W2 A AR I S . i i
&, HAHAIR I ER SRS # VI, B SOC ML ifE +H R LRI MR
RN AR ORI LS AE QAR TR AR 50, JLaRGIE 1A
AT R (SR, 2000). SAEHAi I —FF, RIMEN KGR
W “HRkALF” X BIRAE IR I R GRS AL LR AN A R
I P A R A AR T R I I IR . X550 B R o (R AN AR B AE B
ESEARIRIT . 00, BRIl R I B I AR, SR SR S AT N IR B g

AL o A28 5 RN AR AL CILEREH, 20000

14
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Hur, BAZUmAYE. SFRAL GRS YRR AWM. Levin (1999)

WA, AR A TEAS T e QAR T i) — Bl Jm . B, SRS T3]
AR TR S R AR SRR AL, A Rh 2 T8 AR RIBCSE T B, T ATMBL AR 28t ] AR
5 F0 AR A B S, i B A 0% AR o A B A 2 TR) 3 AT AT B
(Levin, 1999) . HFHECIRE A, TIRMENIR 58, REHIAM
R Bl B SRAR (1 T REME AT AB/ N B8 e DAL, Levin N, AATIHE B AR FEBTAL
KHM RGBSR A2 QAR S, L A SR LB L

(modularized) 45k (W, Wu, 1999) , i K#E RGENA T PR 2 T8]

FAVHER] Levin BB AL, AHUAA R LA RGAEA FIREEE b RAT S R 45
o XHL, FRATE Levin (1999) [rHEAY Bt — D4 A AU A — s ik
s (SOC-hierarchy continuum hypothesis) (U1 3 FizR). X — RN,
SOC R4t 5ER ARG MR RG S HELT I, B RGN FE R AR
JEsgeR, R QAL TEZETIRTS . REBUESRGUAE A Z SOC R, WA

SRR, M H P LR E . AR, ATV SFR A MRAEAE LS R

&

G s (3D o XEBh, O, SRR AT LA AN SR R ) e 5
PERIZAENE, i BT PAE ARt R rAR et (B BB D). Frs )y fife g
JE)  (PEWLBREEE, 1996; Wu, 1999) . X} SOC R4 H, MBI RN AR5
DR RZMISH . 18R JELTH, EAEERRGEDHAER TR Z R, JF
WEEN . B B AUEAEN, EPA A X S GO AR A BRI AR

GAT AR RS iR I 2R oR.

15
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